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Music No. 1

With the last few notes of the little orchestra and the gplause of the audience
still ringing in her eas Pina stood alone and lost in her dreams on the square in
front of the circus.

It had been a remarkable yea. She had made her first solo appeaanceriding on
the bad of a horse & a drcus princess She oould still sense the admiring eyes

of the many young spedators as she performed her daring barebadk tricks.

The workers had already taken down the drcus tent and now the tiny Circus
Maroni was about to set off on the journey to its winter quarters in a neaby

vill age.

This time Pina had been giva permisson by her father, the circusdirector, to sit in
the large trador which was leading the circus convoy.

As alwaysit had proved difficult to start the trador.

But finally it sprungto life and the journgy began.

Music no. 2



Music no. 3 (Text in music till end of the arrow)

The noise of the heavy trador motor and the fog outside put Pinain a strangely
dreamy mood

After atwo hour journey they readed the peak of a broal high hill.

Below them lay their destination. They looked down on to thevillage with its
large ploughed fields that ended in awood Swathes of fog were still rising from
the tips of the fir trees -

This was to be their home until thefoll owing spring.

The vill age had never experienced such a sight: the long line of coloured
wagons with the title "Circus Maroni" trundled over the village road towardsa
farm at theend of the road, owned by Robin and his mother.

It was the small est farm in the vill age, but it contained a large old barn with an
adjacent meadow.

This was to be the winter quartersfor the arcus folk.

Robin had been so excited that he had scacdy dept awink. Indeel he could
hardly wait to gred hisfriends — as he seaetly cdled them.

After a brief warm welcome the work began. Everybody knew what to do, low
to doit, and where to doit. Even the circus children had their own particular
jobs.

First of al the doars of the anima wagans are opeed. Brightly marked ponies,
adonkey, a canel and apig hawe to be brought nto the meadow. Suddenly the
pig turns tail and scampers bad onto the stred. The circusfolk know this pig
only toowell. One of the boys chases him, jumps onto the galloping pig, throws
his arms around its neck and, more or lesslying on the badk of the pig, grassit

tightly between hislegs.



The pig seams to like this. It began to slow down, turns around, gruntingin
satisfadion and runs badk to the other animals in the meadow with the ddighted
boy still  ying on its back.

Music no. 4

Robin gaped in amazement. This was an absolute circusnumber! He wondered
iIf it was possble to do that with thevillage pigs.
The work continues: cages with monkeys, doves and rabhits are caried into the

barn.

Robin was brought badk to redity with a friendly poke in the ribs. Someone
pushed a closedcasket into its hands. Who knows whether he would have
agredl to cary the basket if he had known what wasinsde - - -

Pina was very taken with the way that Robin was so willi ng to help. She had
arranged everything so that he was aways neaby. In thisway Robin was able
to learn aimost everything about the Circus Maroni — that the whole programme
Is the responsibility of just a singe family: and the importance of every singe

individual — not only their importance but their versatility.

Suddenly Pinatook Rohin by the hand and began to run with m urtil they
pulled up breahlesdy in front of a wagan with bars containing a camnel. Pina
whispered something into the ea of its keeper. He noddel, led the canel out of
the wagon on the lead, ordered it to sink on to itsknees, which it did so with
wheez grunt, and told the dumbfounded Robin to climb on board and sit down
between the two humps. Pinatook the lead, the canel dimbed b itsfeetand
rocking from side to side it made its way slowly badk to the barn, acammpanied

by Pina ard its keeper.

Music no.5
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Everybody was busy at work, hammering and banging; a sw screamedasit bit
throughthe wood cables were laid down.
Two men were hammering in rhythm, knocking pasts into the ground for

partition fences. Shelters were being built for the animals.

Start music no.6

(Text 1 in music no. 6)
Water was being pumped up out of an old deep spring with a
squeaky hand pump.

(Text 2 inmusic no.6)

Twilight slowly fell over the vill age. The lights went on in the
caavans. The anmals were fed. Everything becane quieter,
and two tired and happy children - Robin urd Pina - sat in front

of the barn.
End music no.6

The next day the circus children had to go @ schod. Once agan astrange dace
strange children and strange teaatrs. Robin introduce the circus chil dren
proudly as his new friends. If the vill age chil dren were curious, they scarcdy
showed it. Indeed alittle group around atall boy cdled Jmmy Hoskins treaed
them as if they didn't exist.

For some inexplicable reason Jimmy Hoskins had dedded that Robin was his

enemy and this meant that Robin'sfriends were also hisenemes.

One of the members of Hoskins' little gang was a short fat boy named Leo. He
was always blinking because he was short-sighted and ashamed to wea his
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glasses. The pockets of his trousers were aways bulging becaise they were full
of sticky sweds.

He was full of admiration for Jimmy Hoskins and at the sane time afraid of
him. Hoskins treaed Leo no betier thana dave who would aways do his

homework for him.

Ricky, adark haired pretty girl, wasaso one of the gang. She could runmore
quickly and jump higher than all the rest. She could aso shaut & least asloud as
Hoskins. She was the only one who was brave enaighto speé her mind to
Hoskins.

“Hey, where's my essay?, Hoskins complained, poking Leo painfully
between hisribs.
" | haven't got it " whispered Leo.

Hoskins stoodover him in athreaening pose.

" Leave him alone", said Ricky “you can have my essay."
Hoskins sat down irri tably on the bench and growled at Ricky and Leo.

“ Let'sal med down at the wood"
“..9py on the circus?'. Ricky giggled and rolled aound on her seat

“ Them filthy gypsies’, hissed Hoskins between his tedh.

“Let's show them who'sin charge around here”.

Music no. 7 (Loud chords)



That afternoon Pina began her barebadk riding exercises behind the barn. She
would runin time dongsde the glloping ponybefore springing lightly onto its

bad and riding round in a circle with autdretchedarms.

Musical example 1 no. 8 start to bar 5on 3
Tutti

By now Hoskins, Ricky and Leo had crept in close throughthe wood, and were
standing hidden behind a hedge at the end of the meadow

Music example2 no.8 bars14to 16
Fag. Pos.

AlthoughHoskins was amazel at the tricks Pina was dang on thehorse, he
made sure that no one else noticed it. Leo gaped at her with an o@n mouth.

As Pinawas trying out a particularly difficult stunt during which she gall oped
her pony at full tilt towards the hedge, Leo choked m one of his sticky swees
and fell into an awful fit of coughing. Pinawas sosurprised that she was unable
to stop and fell off the horse dmost & Hoskins' fed.

Music example 3n0.8 Bars18-230on 1

Tutti  (Windinstrumentscomein on bar
19 with start
(Fag.) and bars 22 and 23 tacet)

The threeyoung people behind the hedge roared with laughter at her plight.

Music example 4 n0.8 Bars 22 - 26
Only wind instruments

Pina got to her feetcalmy, took aontrol of her pony with ea® and went on with
her exercises.
Hoskins tossed a few small stones into the meadow. They landed just behind

Pina.



" Don't let him seethat you are afraid!”, thought Pina.

Without even deigning to glance at the rowdy she brought her exercisesto an
end with afew unruffled figures.

Annoyed and also a little afraid she then rode badk to the barn.

Music no. 8

For some time now a few of the vill age children radbeenmeding every
afternoon in one of the farmers’ pigsties.

They wanted to try to tead ayoungpig to dotricks.

Up to now other the only thing they had succeealed in doing was to get the poor

pig to raceup and down the rows of pigsties.
Music no. 9 start piano (vamp)

Every attempt to get nea the pig wasmet with a feaful
sque&king and the scampering of tiny fed.

The farmer's son appioadied the little pig — he too was
grunting in the same way. The other children could scarcdy
stop themselves bursting out into laugtter.

The little pig looked up in astonishment at the two legged
human grunter. Suddenly it gave agiant leap —right in the

midde of abowl full of pig swill —and scampered off down

v throughthe row of pigsties squesing more loudly than er..

Music no. 9 from bar 5 to the end



What had Robin told them all about the circusboy?

How he had legred onto the badk of the pig wit h elegant ease?

"Show him! Jump!" shouted one of the onlookers. "Now or never" thoughtthe
farmer's boy. The pig was gall oping towards him. He gritted his teeth in
concentration and threw himself throughthe air in desperation at the pig.

He managed to land on the il end of the pig. For amoment or two he held it
fast between his arms, with his legs dragging behind him on the floor, before
the pig slipped between his armsleaving hm flat on theground with hisfacein
the pig swill .

The children were urable to control themselves any more andburst out into
loud peds of laughter.

One thing was now clea to all of them. Getting an animal to dotrickswas a ed
art! Perhaps they should start with an older and slower pig.

The children opered the gae andthe pig marched into its sty, grunting with
satisfadion.

Music no 9a

In the meantime a pioper little circus arena had bean congructed in the barn.
And there were plans to attadh a trapezeto the heary beams under the roof - just
like in a proper big top.

Robin spent every minute of his spare timein the karn.... watching te jugders
and the aaobats pradising ther tricks, thefire-eaers puffing out flames into the
air, the artists bouncing on her trampdinesand dandng on the high wire.

The amount of work that had to beput into each exerse!

The person whom Robin admired most of all was the music clown, who just
happened to be the circus diredor and Pina's father.

There was scacdy an nstrument on which he was unableto play afew trill s.
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The only one that gave him any red problems was the basstrombone.

Music no. 9b (Triller)

One cold Decanber night Hoskins andhis gang — Leo and Ricky — met up at
the end of the village.

Carrying alongladder the three cept throughthe damp, cold and misty night
towards the barn used by the circus folk.

Hoskins was planning to climb up the ladder onto the barn roof in order to read
the trapeze

Leo wastold to keg watch. He was trembling, not only because of the cold: he
was also afraid of the dark and what they had been told to do.

Begin music no. 10

Continue with the text following the conductor
By now Ricky, who had crept into the barn, was also feding
increasingy ureasy. She had afunnyfedingin her stomad!
She jumped every time she head the slightest scratch or noise
caused by Hoskins & he climbed the ladder.

The light streaming from her torch passed over al thetidily
arranged objeds needed ér the circus performance.

Hoskins had told her to scatter them all over the place

She did not understand herself any more. Suddenly there was a
screan —something was slipping and tumbling from the rodf.

Followed by the dattering of loose rodf til es. Ricky frozein

v horror.
Continue music no.10 to end
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Silence— then a groan.

Terrified, Ricky ran out of the barn and bumped straight into Leo who was
amost out of his mind.

Hoskins was lying on the ground nearby, whimpering quietly.

The circusfolk hadbeen woken by the noise and asthe lights went on in their

caavans, Ricky and Leo ran for their lives.
The circusfolk searcled the whole areawith torches.
Begin music no. 11

Text in Music no.11
They soon came upon the injured Hoskins. He was almost
out of his mind with the pain in hisleft leg.
Hoskins scacdy noticed when thg lifted him uponto a
stretcher and broughthim bad gently to his parentsin the
vill age.

Continue music no. 11 to end.
In the following weeks Hoskins was confined at home, bored out of hismind
with his swollen leg wrappel in a plaster cast.

He even missed going to schod.

The days grew colder and colder. Winter decorated the windows with flowery
patterned all oys and one morning thevillage, the neadow and the woodwere

covered in athick layer of snow.
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It was too cold to pradise any morein the barn.

Instead, al you could hea all day was the clatering of an old typewriter in the

caravan belonging to the circus diredor.

He was busy writing hurdreds of |etters to towns and vill ages in order to get

bookings for the next circus seaon.

Music no. 12 (typewriter)

Suddenly March arrived.
By now Hoskins could move aroundquite quickly on autches. He had changed

considerably. For the first timein hislife he kegan tofeela snse of shame. And
when Pina invited him to her birthday party he was utterly and absolutely
confused; both at his inexplicable angeiat Rokin, whom he would have loved
to have had a friend, and his rage at the arcusfolk.

And when the circusfolk canmeto pick him up for the party he wished he could
be swall owed up into the eath.

Even Ricky and Leo had been invited.

Pinawas greded in the arem by the circus folk andthe village peofde with a
round of “Happy birthday to yau”.

Music no. 13

All the children gatheral eagerly around the plaster on Hoskins' leg, and in no

time atall it hadbeen transformed into acolourful work of art

Pina gave Robin a seaet signal to fetch the large basket from the corner where
he had put it months ago when hey arrived. She odered it to be place in front
of Jimmy Hoskins.
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With afew rapid movements of the hand Pina covered herself with a bright silk
cloth and slowly opened the lid of the kasket.

Y ou should have seen the look on the facesof Rohin, Jmmy Hoskins, Ricky
and Leo when Pina cagfully drew out a samingly endlesssnake from the
basket and draped it aroundher shaulders andbody. Their mouths were openin
incredulous astonishment and joyful horror.

What foll owed after that was for everyone — the inhabitants of the vill age and
the circusfolk alike —the finest performance which had ever been gven. The
barn was transformed into a big top, and after the show there were cegbrations

with food, drinks and joyful dancing.
Music no. 14 (alla Turca)

Some days later when the circusfolk began to make preparationsto leave heir
winter quarters, all the children in thevillage lent a hand. Above all Ricky and
Leo —and even Jimmy Hoskins despite his crutches.

Pina and Robin were already making plans for the following winter.

The inhabitants of the vill age stoodwaving at the side of the roadasthe little
Circus Maroni departed thevillage.

Music Finale

End
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